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It's that time again

s Capitol staffers and lob-
Ala)yists frantically come up

gainst bill deadlines, and
maybe even talk about the budget
now and then, the editorial team
here at Capitol Weekly has been
busily reducing lawmakers to basic,
rudimentary statistics.

Every political scorecard has its
problems, and this one is no excep-
tion. The selection of bills is sub-
jective, chosen after conversations
with Capitol staff and experts, and
our own observations of big debates
over the last two years under the
dome.

The bills we chose were not
necessarily the most publicized, or
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even the most hotly contested in
all cases. But we sought to pick a
variety of bills dealing with diverse
topics that lawmakers have been
asked to tackle over the last legisla-
tive session.

Part of the problem with this
particular scorecard is the fact that
both legislative houses, and all leg-
islative committees, are controlled
by Democrats. As such, the contro-
versial bills that do find their way
to the floor are disproportionately
Democrat-sponsored bills.

For all of its imperfections,
we've found this scorecard a worthy
exercise. While it may not paint
the most well-rounded portrait of

California’s 120 legislators, certain
trends stand out. For one, all four
legislative leaders, and the one leg-
islative leader-in-waiting, scored
perfect “conservative” or “liberal”
scores. Perhaps that sheds a bit of
light why we have such a difficult
time coming to a budget resolution
every year.

Also, our scorecard reflects what
most Capitol observers know to
be true: That Democrats from the
Central Valley tend to be more mod-
erate than their caucus colleagues,
while Republicans in contested dis-
tricts like Abel Maldonado and Greg
Aghazarian earn more centrist marks
than those lawmakers in more solid,
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partisan districts.

We expect the usual round of
griping and harrumphing that comes
with our annual publication of this
scorecard — in fact, we welcome it.
That's what this scorecard aims to be
— a conversation piece for our fellow
California political junkies.

As always, we look forward to your
feedback. If experience has taught us
anything, its that our readers are
not shy about telling us what they
think.

With that, here are the nomi-
nees...

Contact Anthony York at
anthony.york@capitolweekly.net
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Jim Silva and six other
Assemblymembers set the
conservative standard.

|
Prolonged illnesses kept
Sharon Runner and Nell Soto
from receiving scores.

Dave Jones was one of 15
Democrats to earn a perfect
liberal score.

Nicole Parra and
Cathleen Galgiani are,
not surprisingly, the most
conservative Democrats.

Look for Greg Aghazarian
to emphasize his relative
moderation in his upcoming
Senate race.

ASSEMBLY MEMBERS

Joel Anderson (R)
Kevin Jefferies (R)
Bill Maze (R)

Mike Villines (R)
Doug La Malfa (R)
Jim Silva (R)

Ted Gaines (R)

John Benoit (R)
Jean Fuller (R)
Martin Garrick (R)
Sam Blakeslee (R)
Rick Keene (R)
Michael Duval (R)
Mimi Walters (R)
Van Tran (R)

Roger Niello (R)
Anthony Adams (R)
Chuck DeVore (R)
Tom Berryhill (R)
Alan Nakanishi (R)
Cameron Smyth (R)
Bob Huff (R)

Todd Spitzer (R)
Bonnie Garcia (R)
Guy Houston (R)
George Plescia (R)
Audra Strickland (R)
Paul Cook (R)

Bill Emmerson (R)
Greg Aghazarian (R)
Shirley Horton (R)
Cathleen Galgiani (D)
Nicole Parra (D)
Juan Arambula (D)
Charles Calderon (D)

Wilmer Amina Carter (D)

Alberto Torrico (D)

How we scored

Since the Democrats control both houses of the Legislature, most of the bills that came to the floor for votes had Democratic
authors. We offered five points for every “yes” vote, two points if a member was present and not voting, and zero for a “no” vote.
A “perfect” liberal score is 100, and a “perfect” conservative score is zero. The rationale was that an abstention is often a mem-
ber’'s way of expressing displeasure with a bill, and effectively serves as a vote against the bill, although it is not quite as strong
as a “no” vote. If the member had a formally excused absence, the vote did not affect the lawmaker’s final score.
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ASSEMBLY MEMBERS

Hector De La Torre (D)
Anthony Portantino (D)
Jose Solorio (D)

Felipe Fuentes(D)
Edward Hernandez (D)

Fabian Nunez (D)
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Anna Caballero (D)
Mike Davis (D)
Mike Eng (D)
Mary Hayashi (D)
Paul Krekorian (D)
Mark Leno (D)
Lloyd Levine (D)
Lori Saldana (D)
Ira Ruskin (D)
Karen Bass (D)
Jim Beall (D)

Joe Coto (D)

Betty Karnette (D)
Sally Lieber (D)
Noreen Evans (D)
Fiona Ma (D)
Gene Mullin (D)
Sandre Swanson (D)
Patty Berg (D)
Julia Brownley (D)
Mark DeSaulnier (D)
Loni Hancock (D)
Jared Huffman (D)
Dave Jones (D)
John Laird (D)
Sharon Runner (R)

Warren Furutani (D)

Nell Soto (D)
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SENATORS

Jim Battin (R)

Dave Cogdill (R)
Dennis Hollingsworth (R)
Mark Wyland (R)
Dick Ackerman (R)
Dave Cox (R)

Jeff Denham (R)
Bob Margett (R)
Tom McClintock (R)
Robert Dutton (R)
George Runner (R)
Tom Harman (R)
Sam Aanestad (R)

Roy Ashburn (R)

Joe Simitian (D)

Sheila Kuehl (D)

Alan Lowenthal (D)
Alex Padilla (D)

Mark Ridley-Thomas (D)
Gloria Romero (D)
Patricia Wiggins (D)
Elaine Alquist (D)
Gilbert Cedillo (D)
Christine Kehoe (D)

Carole Migden (D)

Don Perata (D)
Jack Scott (D)
Darrell Steinberg (D)

Tom Torlakson (D)
Edward Vincent (D)

Ellen Corbett (D)
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Is Mark Wyland the state’s
most conservative Senator?

Dean Florez showed his
independent streak.

Abel Maldonado’s score
reflects his reputation as a
moderate Republican.

Elaine Alquist was one of 10
Senators to receive a perfect
liberal score.

Lou Correa was once
again the Senate’s most
conservative Democrat.
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ASSEMBLY

Anthony Adams (R)

NV

19

Greg Aghazarian (R)

Joel Anderson (R)

59

Juan Arambula (D)

100

Karen Bass (D)

100

Jim Beall Jr. (D)

NV

John J. Benoit (R)

100

Patty Berg (D)

10

Tom Berryhill (R)

Sam Blakeslee (R)

100

Julia Brownley (D)

97

Anna M. Caballero (D)

60

NV

NV

Charles M. Calderon (D)

82

NV

Wilmer Amina Carter (D)

19

Paul Cook (R)

100

Joe Coto (D)

97

Mike Davis (D)

91

Y

NV NV

Y

NV

Y

Hector De La Torre (D)

94

Kevin De Leon (D)

100

Mark DeSaulnier (D)

NV

Chuck DeVore (R)

NV

Michael D. Duvall (R)

94

NV

Y

Mervyn M. Dymally (D)

19

NV

NV

Bill Emmerson (R)

97

Mike Eng (D)

100

Noreen Evans (D)

95

Mike Feuer (D)

94

NV*

Felipe Fuentes (D)

Jean Fuller (R)

NV* NV* NV* Y |IWC

NV*

NV* Y NvV*

NV*

Warren Furutani

Ted Gaines (R)

51

Cathleen Galgiani (D)

13

NV

NV

Bonnie Garcia (R)

Martin Garrick (R)

100

Loni Hancock (D)

97

Mary Hayashi (D)

94

Y

Edward P. Hernandez (D)

22

NV

Shirley Horton (R)

NV | 13

NV

NV

NV

Guy S. Houston (R)

NV | 12

Bob Huff (R)

*Denotes an excused absence
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ASSEMBLY

Jared Huffman (D)

100

Kevin Jeffries (R)

100

Dave Jones (D)

100

Betty Karnette (D)

NV

Rick Keene (R)

97

Paul Krekorian (D)

100

John Laird (D)

Doug La Malfa (R)

97

NV

Mark Leno (D)

97

Lloyd E. Levine (D)

100

Sally J. Lieber (D)

87

NV

Ted W. Lieu (D)

100

Fiona Ma (D)

Bill Maze (R)

94

Tony Mendoza (D)

100

Gene Mullin (D)

10

Alan Nakanishi (R)

94

Pedro Nava (D)

Roger Niello (R)

94

NV

Fabian Niinez (D)

52

Nicole Parra (D)

15

George A. Plescia (R)

91

NV NV Y

Y

NV

Y

Anthony J. Portantino (D)

87

NV

Curren D. Price Jr. (D)

INC

NV* N

NV*

NV* N

NV*

Sharon Runner (R)

97

NV

Ira Ruskin (D)

94

Mary Salas (D)

97

Lori Saldana (D)

Jim Silva (R)

10

Cameron Smyth (R)

92

NV

Jose Solorio (D)

NV* Y NV* NV* NV* | INC

NV*

NV* NV* NV* NV* NV* NV* NV* NV* NV* NV* Y NV*

NV*

Nell Soto (D)

12

Todd Spitzer (R)

N NV | 16

NV

NV

Audra Strickland (R)

100

Y

Sandre R. Swanson (D)

87

Alberto Torrico (D)

Van Tran (R)

Michael N. Villines (R)

Mimi Walters (R)

921

Lois Wolk (D)

*Denotes an excused absence
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*Denotes an excused absence
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